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We claim: 

Kcurrently amended). A cuvette control unit for controlling cuvettes 
, by reading a first bar code affixed on said cuvette, said first bar code bemg 
comprised of at least one control code located on one of two opposite end 
portions of said first bar code, and at least one infomnation code located 
between said opposite end portions, wherein said first bar code encodes a 
distinct value from among a plurality of possible values, said cuvette control unit 
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comprising: 

a first reading means capable of reading said firet bar code, the first 
reading means being operative to read said first bar code and being responsive 
to at least two different values of at least one said control code at one of said 
end portions, wherein said c r^ntml code contains one of a start code and a 
stop code, and w herein the first reading means distinguishes among said at 
least two different vaiues of said o n^ said start code and stop code_kiftds 
14 when reading the first bar code; 

^5 a cuvette identification information producing means responsive to the 

first reading means, the information producing means providing a cuvette 
identification code based on the Information code and also based on which of 
said different values of the at least one control code is read by the first reading 
means when reading said first bar code affixed to said cuvette; and 
a memory means for storing cuvette identification information 
con-esponding to said cuvette identification code. 
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2(cun'ently amended). The cuvette control unit as set forth in claim 1 . 
wherein said cuvette identificatiorf information producing means Eroyldes 
pfOdyees said cuvette identification code based on I nfomiat i on from at least 
one said control code comprising a start code at one of said end portions, in 
combination with said Information code. 
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A^A\ Th(a rijvette control unit as set fortln in claim 1 , 
3(previousIy amended). The cuvene conu 

„He.1n cuvette — " P"^""^^ 



l^poduces !.«aiu portions, in 

one said control code compnsing a stop coae ai one 

combination witli said Infom^atlon code. 

4(currently amended). The cuvette control unit as set forth in daim 1 . 
wherein said cuvette identification information producing means firovWes 
^.^^ said cuvette Identification codes based on i nfo rniationfrom two said 
control codes comprising both.a start code at one of said end portions, a stop 
code at an other of said end portions, and said infomr^ation code. 

5(prevlously amended). The cuvette control unrt as set forth in daim 1 . 
wherein said first bar code comprises a start code and a stop code, on opposrte 
ends of two digits consisting of one character of information and one character 
of Inspection code. 

6(cunently amended). A cuvette control unit for controlling cuvettes by 
reading a first bar code affixed on said cuvette and at least a second bar code 
affixed on a box for carrying a plurality of curettes, said first bar code being 
comprised of at least one control code located on one of two opposite end 
portions of said first bar code, and at least one Infomatlon code located 
between said opposite end portions, wherein said first bar code encodes a 
distinct value from among a plurality of possible values, said cuvette control unit 



8 comprising: 

a first reading means capable of reading said first bar code, the first 



reading means being operative to read said first bar code and being responsive 
to at least two different values of at least one said control code at one of said 
end portions. . u.h«>.^in «aid co P *r^i contains one of a start coda anc< ? 
atop code, and w herein the first reading means distinguishes among said at 
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.east two different f .^^.^ nn. of snirl -t^it rod, and stop code ^ 

when reading the first bar code; 

a cuvette identification infonnation producing means responsive to the 
first reading means, the information producing means providing a cuvette 
identification code based on the Infomiation code and also based on v^h.ch of 
said different values of the at least one control code is read by the first reading 
means when reading said first bar code affixed to said cuvette; 

a second reading means capable of reading said second bar code, and a 
cuvette box identification Infomiation producing means providing a cuvette box 
identification code based on the second bar code; 

a memory means for storing cuvette identification information 
corresponding to said cuvette identification code and said box identification 

2$ code; and. 

a storing control means for storing said cuvette identification infomiation 

in the memory means, wherein the cuvette identification information is 

' correlated in the memory to the cuvette identification code obtained from said 

information code combined v^th said at least one control code, and said cuvette 
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Claim 7 was previously canceled. 

8(presently amended). A method of conttoliing cuvettes by 

reading bar codes affixed on said cuvettes, the bar codes representing digits of 
3 code, said method comprising: 

^ res pectively locating a code to be used for detecting start/stop of said bar 

code at both ends of said bar code affixed on each said cuvette; 

selecting and using at least one cod© from among a plurality of start/stop 
codes respectively showing different values, as at least one of ttie codes at the 
ends of said bar code, used for detecting start/stop of said bar code; 

Identifying each said cuvette using a cuvette identification code 
comprising one of ttie different values selected for said at least one of the codes 
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^ for dete*g start/stop of said bar cods ond also composing a value of a 
code located at a portion between saw ends of said bar code; 

^ng to said cuvette the bar code showing the cuvette rfent^on 

13 

14 code; and, . ...^^^^^ 

reading said cuvette identification code and producing cuvette 

Identification information for controlling a plurality of the cuvettesi ^ ^ 

.....ff. iden tifirntion inf orma<lon ts j eterm.ned in pa j 

, ^ H.^.r«nt valuo^ for iP^st One of said pJ»iaUfcL°f 

^t^^f^t^ P cades at th - '^ar code. 
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